
On an Average Day in 2015 

Tourist Spending in Watauga County: 

 Generated $56,547 daily in combined state & local tax revenues 

 Created $24,739 daily in local county tax revenues 

 Created $31,808 daily in state tax revenues 

 Generated $143,123 daily in worker paychecks  
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Eight Year Trend of Annual Tourist Spending   
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Yearly 2015 Tourist Activity in the County 

 Generated $231.44 million per year in direct tourist spending 

 Produced $52.24 million per year in worker income & paychecks 

 Created $9.03 million per year in local county tax revenues 

 Created $11.61 million per year in state tax revenue 

 Generated $20.64 million per year in combined state & local taxes 

 Generated 2,640 jobs per year 

 2015 Tourist spending increased by 2.5% over 2014 
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2015 Tourism Tax Relief on County Households 
As a result of taxes generated by tourist spending in    

Watauga County... 

 Each of the 33,130 Watauga County households pay $623 less in local 

and state taxes.  In other words, if tourism did not exist, each 
household would have to pay $623 more in state and local taxes to 
replace the taxes generated by tourist spending. 

 


